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Border Wall Construction Project Starts in
San Diego Sector

SAN DIEGO — The third U.S. border-wall construction project started today in San Diego just east of

Border Field State Park.

The construction project will replace approximately 14 miles of eight -to-10 foot high scrap metal wall

with an 18-to-30 foot bollard-style wall topped off with an anti-climbing plate.  The project begins

approximately one-half mile from the Pacific Ocean coastline and extends eastward to the base of Otay

Mountain in East County San Diego.  The $147 million contract for this project was awarded to SLSCO, a

Texas-based construction corporation.

The San Diego Sector wall construction is one of Border Patrol’s top priority projects. Wall in this area was

built in the 1990s out of recycled scraps of metal and old landing mat steel plates le� over from the

Vietnam era.  These eight- to-10 feet high wall was intended to aid in re-establishing the border and aided

in preventing both pedestrian and vehicle crossings.  Although the existing wall was proven effective, the

cross-border threat has increased and the several decades old corrugated steel landing mat is in need of

replacement with a higher performing design.

“Under this President’s leadership, we have a renewed commitment to secure our border,” said Ronald

Vitiello, U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s Acting Deputy Commissioner.  “The new primary wall-

project represents an important milestone in our work to secure the international border.  Not only does

it significantly upgrade our existing infrastructure in San Diego, it also marks the third concurrent wall

project in the U.S. and reflects CBP’s unwavering commitment to secure our borders and protect our

nation.”

The other two border wall projects currently in progress include two miles of primary wall in Calexico,

California, and 20 miles of new border wall in Santa Teresa, New Mexico.

The U.S. Border Patrol’s San Diego Sector (SDC) continues to experience a high number of arrests

resulting from illegal entries and drug smuggling.  In fiscal year 2017, SDC, which covers a mere 60 miles

of land border with Mexico, apprehended 26,086 illegal aliens and seized 10,985 pounds of marijuana,

2,903 pounds of cocaine, 4,123 pounds of methamphetamine, and 5,707 ounces of heroin.  During that

same fiscal year, there were also 83 assaults against SDC Border Patrol agents.
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Leadership within SDC will collaborate with local and state authorities to address any issues that may

occur during the border-wall construction period.  As in the past, the Border Patrol will continue to work

diligently with supporting agencies to ensure its presence minimally disturbs the surrounding

environment and habitat.  The overall project should have minimal impact to the public and their daily

activities.

“The construction of this new substantial wall will improve overall border security, the safety and

effectiveness of Border Patrol agents, the safety of the public, and will enhance the atmosphere for

business and commerce in the area,”  said Rodney Scott, Chief Patrol Agent for the San Diego Sector.

To prevent the illicit smuggling of people, drugs, and other contraband, the U.S. Border Patrol maintains

a high level of vigilance on corridors of egress away from our nation’s borders.  To report suspicious

activity to the U.S. Border Patrol, contact San Diego Sector (/border-security/along-us-borders/border-

patrol-sectors/san-diego-sector-california) at 619-498-9900.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection is the unified border agency within the Department of Homeland

Security charged with the management, control and protection of our nation's borders at and between

the official ports of entry. CBP is charged with keeping terrorists and terrorist weapons out of the country

while enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws.
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