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WASHINGTON — On January 6, U.S. Customs and Border Protection will initiate a
limited, small-scale pilot program to assess the operational impact of proposed
regulatory changes that would require the collection of DNA samples from certain
individuals in CBP custody.

The pilot program will be limited to the following
locations:                                                                                                                                                                

The U.S. Border Patrol will implement the pilot program in the Detroit
Sector.

The Office of Field Operations will implement the pilot program at the Eagle
Pass Port of Entry in southwestern Texas. 

During the 90-day pilot program, CBP will collect DNA samples from certain
individuals held at both locations. For the U.S. Border Patrol, this will include
individuals between the ages of 14-79 who are apprehended and processed within
the Detroit Sector. For the Office of Field Operations, this will include individuals
who present at the Eagle Pass Port of Entry for consideration of admissibility and
are subject to further detention or proceedings.  

The pilot will assess the operational impact of a Department of Justice proposed
amendment to the regulation that requires the collection of DNA samples from
certain individuals and the submission of those samples to the FBI’s Combined
DNA Index System, also known as CODIS. The regulations apply to any individuals
who are arrested, face charges or are convicted (including U.S. citizens and
lawfully permanent residents), as well as to non-United States persons who are
detained under the authority of the United States, including certain aliens in CBP
custody.

The amendment proposed by the Department of Justice would remove a provision
that authorizes the Secretary of Homeland Security to exempt from the DNA
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collection requirement certain aliens from whom the collection of DNA samples
was previously not feasible because of operational exigencies and resource
limitations. The amendment restores the Attorney General’s plenary legal
authority to authorize and direct all relevant federal agencies, including the
Department of Homeland Security, to collect DNA samples from individuals who
are arrested, facing charges, or convicted, and from non-United States person who
are detained under the authority of the United States.

This pilot is being performed in accordance with 34 U.S.C. §40702 and 28 C.F.R.
§28.12 More information about the program can be found here. The Department of
Justice’s proposal to amend existing DNA collection regulations can be found here.

 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection is the unified border agency within the
Department of Homeland Security charged with the management, control and
protection of our nation's borders at and between official ports of entry. CBP is
charged with securing the borders of the United States while enforcing hundreds of
laws and facilitating lawful trade and travel.
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